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Majesty's happy Restoration \ wrote Cowley in
his essay Of Myself, ' but the getting into some
moderately-convenient retreat in the country ?, and
in his quiet home at Chertsey he composed some
pleasantly memorable lyric verses, translations,
and moral pieces. Butler proposing to himself in
Hudibras (the name of a knight in The Faery
Queen) to laugh at all the follies of pride, pedantry
and piety, succeeded in writing some lines univer-
sally applicable to human nature ; but of the work
itself Dr Johnson, a hundred and fifty years ago,
asked a question in criticism which is yet more
appropriate to-day : ' What should make the book
valued when its subject is no more ? . , . The book
which was once quoted by princes, and which
supplied conversation to all the assemblies of the
gay and witty, is now seldom mentioned, and
even by those who affect to mention it, is seldom
read: so vainly is wit lavished upon fugitive
topics'.

So we come at last, through the poets, poetasters,
and prosewriters of the old and new schools, to
the classic plains of John Dryden and his successors.
We know something of their aims and aspirations :
it remains, more briefly, to examine their achieve-
ments.

Dryden's generosity in praise has already at-
tracted our notice. When we find him declaring
of Waller thatf he first made writing easily an art'',
and of Denham's place-piece that * it is, and ever
will be, the exact standard of good writing', we
feel that here is an author who is quick to follow
and eager to be given a lead. A strong and self-
conscious individuality does not so readily acclaim